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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
GRANT TO SUPPORT PROGRAMMING AND OPERATIONS OF WEIU TV 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's WEIU TV has 
received a $357,945 grant from the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting to support its programming and operations. 
WEIU TV is a PBS affiliate which provides diversified 
programming to a 10-county area . The grant, which has been 
awarded annually to WEIU TV since 1986, provides funding to 
secure staff, equipment, programming and operations of the 
station . 
John Beabout, director of Radio-TV at Eastern, said 
WEIU TV is a station that has commitments to education, family 
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and community service and serves the small towns of Central 
Illinois with pride and dedication. "We help to improve the 
quality of life for Central Illinois viewers through our service 
and outreach to the community," said Beabout. "We are the only 
news program station that seeks news and serves the small towns 
of the area five days a week. We give small towns the attention 
and service that they deserve." 
Although some people think of WEIU TV as a "student sta-
tion," it is not. Students are, however, integrated into the 
staff and aid in several areas of the programming and operations 
of the station. WEIU TV utilizes the assistance of more than 200 
students on an annual basis. "The students we have on staff at 
the station," said Beabout, "come to us for different reasons. 
Some are completing internships; others are involved in inde-
pendent or work study programs. Paid student help and volunteers 
are also part of the WEIU TV staff." students may help in the 
departments of news and public affairs, programming and broadcast 
operations. 
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